Edington in Pictures - 2

FARMING

Haymaking at Ballards Farm, a community event c. 192 0.
The man in the centre with a white shirt holding a pitchfork is William Drewett and the man
holding the horse at the right is thought to be Cha  rlie Miles. A farm worker’s wage at this time
would have been about 18s/0d [90p] a week.
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Reapers enjoying a break for refreshment at Coulsto  nin 1885. Note the jars of cider.

Ploughing with oxen on Salisbury Plain c. late 1800 s. A farm worker’s wage at
this time would have been about 10/- [50p] a week. Note the ‘cross ploughing’.
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Milkers at Upper Baynton Farm in 1909. Bert Bathard joi  ned the Royal Marines where he saw action
at the Battle of Jutland aboard HMS Hercules in 191 5. George Oram was later to have his own farm
at Hudd’s Mill. C Earley survived active service duri ng WW1 only to be killed in a railway accident
at Trowbridge. Note the one -legged milking stools.

Ditching at Coulston c. early 1900s. William Harrel was the father of ‘Bolo’ [4-19].




Sheep dipping at Hudd’s Mill in 1912.
Ann Price was Farmer Price’s sister and Mrs Stewart a visitor from London.

Haymaking at Coulston in 1914. It looks like the fi  eld known as Black Mead at
Upper Baynton Farm. Note thirteen men, one woman an  d four horses.
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Brickfield Farm at Coulston in 1907. Bricks were made nearby in the 1840s.
The farm was later taken over by the Hale family.

Sheep shearing at Coulston House Farm, laterto be k  nown as Patchett's Farm,
c. early 1900s.




Haymaking at Greater Lane Farm c. 1912. The man ho Iding the horse is the

farmer, Johnny Miller. Herbert and Mary Miller were

his parents.

Johnny Miller again c. 1932, with Nobby and Joe and the mower in the field opposite

Greater Lane Farm. Joan, his daughter, latterly Wh ite, is on Joe. The marquee belonged

to missionaries, Mr Moore and Mr Swinstead, who cam

e every year.
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Threshing with a steam traction engine and Clayton threshing machine which would
usually be operated by a contractor who travelled r ound from farm to farm. Local, but the
precise location is not known . Note eight men, four boys, a small girl and a dog.

The Fowler balanced plough system created by the ca  ble drum beneath the boiler of the engine on
the left. The plough is in the foreground. The un  usual back-to-front engine on the right probably
had the function of anchor, operating at the other side of the field. This engine, according tothe|  ate
Dick Hale, was known as the Rock of Ages. The late  Teddy Browning recalled that the location was
known as Big Tree at the junction of tracks between Tinhead Hill and Coulston Hill farms.




Harvesting on Salisbury Plain. Sheaves of the cut

cereal crop [left] were placed in

stooks [right] to dry out in the sun and wind before being carted off and placed in ricks

ready for threshing. The horse-drawn reaper/binder

can just be seen centre left.

Building a hayrick in the yard at Upper Baynton Farm
accident involving the elevator and overhead power
rightis Ted Bathard.

, C. early 1930s, before the
lines [5-19]. The man on the
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George Wheeler with Violet and Eric Colderick with Bob and Prince, and
the dung cart. Carlo the dog. Eric had a small farm with a
dairy herd at the junction of Lambourne Lane
and Lower Road. He would also hire a horse
and cart to the council for work on the roads.

George Wheeler chain harrowing with Violet and Quee  nie in the 1920s.




Jack
Amor

Workers at Ballards Farm with the traction engine
in the 1920s. Jack Miles drove the engine.

Peter Jones, carter at Stokes Marsh Farm witha ‘bo  at wagon’. Picture taken
at the bottom of Back Lane, Coulston in 1925.
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Above and Below: Harvesting at Housecroft Farm in the 1940s.
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]

Housecroft Farm in the 1940s.

Jasper Amor with Silver and the mowing machine.
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Aubrey, known as ‘Auby’ Cox ploughing on Edington Cle y in the 1940s. Auby worked for Mr
Young at Manor Farm. A ploughman and his team woul  d walk ten miles in an average day.

Frank Harris with Violet and Blossom, a pair of Suf  folk Punches, at Lower

Baynton Farm in 1944. The farmer at the time was Mr  York-King. 913
-1




Doreen Miller, latterly Smith, with Daffodil at Half-pint milk bottle from Greater
Greater Lane Farm, Edington, c. late 1940s. Lane Farm.

Jasper Amor at Slade’s Farm stables c. the 1940s.
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George Wheeler and ‘Stump’ Osmond starting a hay [0 ris it straw?] rick.

George Wheeler on the rick with unknown man onthe|  adder.
Note the length of his pitchfork.
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Newspaper article featuring Jasper Amor ploughing w ith Silver, the last working
farm horse in the village. Silver died at the age  of thirty in 1973.

Haymaking at Upper Baynton Farm in the 1930s.
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Milk bottle top from George Drewett’s Milk bottle top from Johnny Miller's
dairy at Priory Farm. dairy at Greater Lane Farm.

Priory Farm and the church in 1963 with the George Wheeler’s ‘Fergy’ tractor and
George Drewett's Jack Russel terrier taking centre st  age.
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George Drewett leaving Priory Farm at Edington, lead
their pasture after milking in September 1974. He
this time and rather than pedal his bicycle would p

ing his herd of cows back to
suffered badly with arthritis at
ush it along with his stick.
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Jasper Amor’s horse-drawn swath-turner/side rake, p robably made by Reeves Iron
Works at Bratton.

Cart shed belonging to Coulston House Farm, later Pa  tchett's Farm, in Back Lane, Coulston,
photographed in 1974. As children we would sharei  t with the barn owls for a time while we
sheltered from the rain. There is no sign of it now
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June Harris & Jenny Phillips on the tractor at
Lower Baynton Farm c. early 1950s.

Photograph taken at Baynton Hill Farm
in 1974

George Drewett’s original farm in Court Lane, Tinhea  d, now Little Court Lane,
where the houses Braystone and Withybank were built.
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Jasper Amor’s cart shed at the rear of the old bake  ry at Tinhead.

Jasper Amor’s ‘trolly wagon’. The machine on the ri ght is a mangold grinder.
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This pedestrian controlled tractor known as the Iro

n Horse, owned by Jasper

Amor, was probably less reliable than the real thin  g!

Part of Spicer’s Close Farm at Coulston seen over th
before the farm buildings were demolished and the |

e outbuildings at Baynton House
and sold off for housing.
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Percy Brown Pepler [1880-1949] farmer at Roger Pepler who succeded his father at
Ballards Farm, known locally as ‘Kruger’ Ballards Farm. He died in 2008. The
after a German General of that name. farm has been in the family since 1834.

A farmer’s funeral.

The funeral of Edmund Ashby of Spiers Piece Farm in October 1935. Not strictly Edington
but worthy of inclusion nonetheless. The horse-dra ~ wn wagon containing the coffin and
escorted by farm workers is on its way to Steeple A shton Church. The two men in bowler

hats on this side of the wagon are Fred and Charles ~ Sturgess.
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Old Wiltshire ditty, often sung at village function s such as Pig Club Suppers.
Adopted as a marching song by the 4 ™ Battalion, TA, of the Wiltshire [Duke of Edinburgh’ S
Royal] Regiment.




