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THE HILLS ABOVE THE VILLAGE

Salisbury Plain is a high chalk plateau, rising in places to seven hundred feet, which
covers an area of some 300 square miles, comprising vast areas of rolling downland,covers an area of some 300 square miles, comprising vast areas of rolling downland,
stretching, it seems, into infinity – described by Robert Byron as:

“Landscape of the uplands, an ocean of rolling grass …suddenly frozen as it were 
into green cliffs, whose pastoral escarpments guard  the valleys and vales like giant 

fortifications”.

With its awesome atmosphere of pre-history; Neolithic long barrows, bowl barrows, pillow
mounds and tumuli; ancient settlements, earthworks, tracks and fortifications; steep-sided
combes, strip lynchets, dewponds and wooded hollows; not to mention tales of grass
running red with blood; phantom bishops, shepherds and drummer boys; murders and
highway robberies – history and mythology have become inextricably mixed.

Before the Second World War the Plain’s rough pastures to the south of the village were
used mostly for grazing large flocks of sheep, but early on in the war the government
requisitioned vast tracts of downland as live firing training areas for the army. The rough
grazing went and so did the sheep. In 1943 they evacuated the village of Imber [“Little
Imber on the down – seven mile from any town”], the residents being given just forty-
seven days to quit their homes. They were promised their village back after the war, but
tragically the promise was never kept and gradually over the next few years their pretty
little village was blown to bits.

Some land at the edge of the plain has now been leased back to local farmers where
cereal crops are grown in vast fields, some of which stretch almost as far as the eye can
see – a grand sight in late summer when the crops are ripe and ready for harvesting.
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The northern scarp of the plain; Edington Hillside and the City, previously known as 
Little London, from Upper Weir Field, previously kn own as Plough Weir. 

Tinhead Hill [left] seen over the roof of the George Inn, with Clandown  the Combe, 
Long Hollow and part of Edington Hill [right] known as Burbages from the site of the 

old Butler’s Farm.
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Edington Hillside from near the church in the winte r of 1978.

Bratton Down, Combe Bottom and Bratton Castle from near Picket Point on 
Edington Hill in the winter of 1984.
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View towards Bratton from near Picket Point on Edin gton Hill; Bratton Church can 
be seen between the trees with Combe Bottom beyond.

The opposite view. Combe Bottom, Luccombe Bottom, E dington Hill and Plantation 
[Tottenham Wood] on Tinhead Hill.
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Edington Hill from White Cliff at Bratton.
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Another winter scene: Long Hollow  and Tinhead Hill  from Edington Hill.
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Milestone beside the old coach road  on Tinhead Hill .  It reads, XIX [19] miles from 
Sarum [Salisbury] XVII [17] miles to Bath, and is d ated 1353.

The remote Coulston Hill Farm; demolished in the 19 70s:
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Looking north over Tinhead from near West Down Farm  with Long Hollow to the left.

Ancient tracks on the Plain now used only by the ar my.

An overgrown dewpond near the top of Long Hollow.
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Plantation [Tottenham Wood] and Long Barrow on Tinh ead Hill. 
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West Down Farm on Tinhead Hill.  Two cottages stood where the silos are located.  

…and on into infinity; Imber is [or was] over there somewhere:

�
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All too familiar notices on the Plain.
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Tinhead Hill from the air.
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‘Little Imber on the Down’ before the army commandee red it in 1943, then gradually  blew it to bits.

The author at ‘Alan’s Seat’ on Edington Hill overlo oking the village and Pewsey Vale; installed in 
memory of Alan Andrew 1935-2004, painter, photograp her, local historian and thoroughly nice chap.  

This was one of his favourite spots.  Sadly the vie w is now devoid of its elm trees [3-19].  
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