Edington in Pictures - 10

TINHEAD SCHOOL

An architect’s impression of what was to be known | ocally as Tinhead School which
opened in 1877, but was officially the Edington and East Coulston County Junior
School. It later became the Edington County Primar y School which closed in July 1996.
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An early photograph of Edington school children wit h their wasp-waisted, probably
corseted, lady teacher, date unknown.

Thought to be Edington school children but the buil ding in the background does not appear
to be the school. Unfortunately the sign being hel d by the child in the front row cannot be
deciphered, save that the first word is probably Ed ington. The boy fourth from the left at the
back would appear to be from an affluent family - he is wearing a watch chain and medallion

on his waistcoat, which, presumabily, is attached to a pocket watch.
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The school in 1900 with the bakery beyond. Itclos edin 1996 after serving the
community for 119 years.

Pupils in 1895.
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Pupils and teachers c. 1897. The two older girlso  n the right, perhaps teaching assistants,
appear to have put on their best dresses and brushe  d their hair many times for the occasion.

C. 1898. The boy kneeling on the far right is Bert  Bathard.
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1922: 1 Mr Dear [head master]; 2 Reg Bathard; 3 Eddie Furnell ;4 Victor Drewett; 5 Willie Hancock;
6 Emrys Nicholas; 7 Frank Osmond; 8 Lucy Bathard [asst . teacher]; 9 Margaret Earley;
10 Florrie White; 11 Louie Woodroffe; 12 Queenie Raine  s; 13 Myrtle Blagdon; 14 Dolly Smith;
15 May Fernell; 16 Alice Pearce; 17 Evelyn White; 18  [Is this Doris Scott, teacher?] ;19 Gladys Prosser;
20 Florrie Maslin; 21 Evelyn Miles; 22 Dolly Alford; 23 ? Woodroffe; 24 Rosie Miles; 25 Eva Miles;
26 Lucy Long; 27 Nancy Oram; 28 Gladys Bradford; 29 Myr  a Pearce; 30 Lucy Axford: 31 Donald Oram,;
32 Ralph Nicholls; 33 George Drewett; 34 Cyril Weeks; 35 Henry Drewett.

1927: Persons identified: 1 Lennie Coleman; 2 John Ruddle; 3 Phillip Dear; 4 Walt Humpbhries;
5 Eddie Humphries; 6 Albert Perkins; 7 Ken Bathard; 8 Reg Weeks; 9 Marjorie Ruddle;
10 Nicholas Wheeler; 11 Bessie Miles; 12 Cyril Wheeler ; 13 Ella Wicks; 15 Harry Mullens;
17 lvy White; 18 Ida Higgins; 19 Edith Nutland; 21 Doll y Miles; 23 Eric Nicholas; 24 Bill White;
25 May Maslin; 26 Ella Weeks; 27 Bert Robbins; 28 Reg R ogers; 29 Bob Ruddle; 30 Ida Higgins;
31 Vera Humphries; 32 Ruby Bathard; 33 Fred Smart; 34 John Berrett; 35 Doree  n Bathard.
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1927 or is it 19377:
Persons identified: 2 Herb Maslin; 5 Edith Pearce; 7 Gladys White; 8 Gladys  Berrett;
10 Gladys Drewett; 11 Gwen Weeks; 20 Alf Blagdon; 24 Bella Sadd; 29 Maud Robbins;
30 Bessie White; 36 Kath Amor; 39 Bessie Sadd.

C. the 1920s.
Would the girl centre right be Ruth Carr? Her hair seems familiar.
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C. mid-1930s?
Persons Identified: 3 Vera Humphries; 4 Fred Smart; 7 Doreen Bathard; 8 Ala  n Cluly:
11 Linda Payne; 12 Edna Coleman; 13 Billy Miles; 14 Bob ~ Porton; 15 Cyril Wheeler;
17 Eric Colderick.

C. late 1920s or early 1930s:

Doris Scott? standing at the left of the picture, w as appointed Head Teacher in 1931. ltis likely
therefore that this photograph was taken at about t hat time. The only other persons identified
are Marjorie Cox who is third from the left in the third row, and Lucy Bathard, the assistant
teacher on the right.
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This could have been taken at the same asthatont he previous page. Those being
the infants and these the juniors. From 1931 alls  enior children attended either
Westbury Senior School or Trowbridge High School. Only one person has been
identified, namely Teddy Browning who is the only b oy in the second row.

Doris Scott again? Her staff comprised an uncertif ied assistant, assistant teacher and
a supplementary teacher. She retired in 1956 after 25 years service.
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Dennis Colderick’s School
Report dated 30th June 1937,
signed by Doris Scott the

Headmistress.

Miss Scott’s prediction was
correct. Dennis got his
scholarship, attended
Trowbridge Boys High School,
joined the District Cash Office
of the GWR at Westbury and
eventually became District
Cashier at Paddington.

The author’'s Empire Day Certificate from Tinhead Sc  hool in 1940; the year he went away
to boarding school sponsored by the Post Office Orp han Homes Benevolent Society.
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Possibly a school play or concert in the mid ~ -1930s.
Persons Identified: 2 Dennis Coldrick; 3 Ivan Wheeler; 4 Olive Burbidge; 6 Ken Wheeler;
8 Bertram Coldrick; 9 Reg Winslade; 10  Wilf Osmond; 11 Ken Sadd; 12 ? Clark; 13 Frank Scull; 15 Gina
Winslade; 25 Frank Carr; 26 Alan Sadd; 29 Ted Miles; 32 Win Wordley; 39 S Osmond,;
40 T Coleman.
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19 20 21

C. 1951 before that awful extension at the front .
1 n/k; 2 Graham Crutchley; 3 M Burbage; 4 n/k; 5 Barbara  Clifford; 6 A Whatley; 7 n/k;
8 n/k; 9 n/k: 10 n/k; 11 Margaret Nuttal; 12 Dorothy Drew  ett; 13 W Till; 14 Carol Blackmore;
15 n/k; 16 n/k: 17 n/k; 18 Keith Windel; 19 n/k; 20 Ray Wordley; 21 n/k.

Rosemary lan
Mussel Ruddle
Marl Hugh Karen
W?]r (telne Shepherd Shepherd
atley [headmaster]
1958
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1967: 1 Mark Calloway; 2 Susan Mead; 3 n/k; 4 Sarah Ca

lloway; 5 Paul Stone;

6 Mrs Hough [teacher]; 7 n/k; 8 Brian Blagdon; 9 Robert

Stewart; 10 Colin Godfrey;

11 Charles Mead; 12 n/k; 13 Mark Godfrey; 14 Trevor Ora m; 15 Stephen Webb; 16 Terry Wordley;
17 n/k; 18 n/k; 19 n/k; 20 n/k; 21 Andrew Corp; 22 n/k.

11

12
13

18

1970: 1 Dean Webb; 2 Jonathan Corp; 3 Kevin Hancoc k; 4 Chris Calloway; 5 Paul Dobson;
6 Phillip Newman;7 Martin Wickham; 8 Denise Smith; 9 Helen Augusta; 10 n/k;
11 Mrs Hough [teacher]; 12 ? Carr; 13 Mandy Eddingt  on; 14 Caroline Andrew; 15 Robert Stewart;
16 Martin Dobson; 17 David Smith; 18 Darren Carr; 1 9 Nicholas Webb.
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1971: 1 Robert Stewart; 2 Alison Pickford; 3 Michael Calloway; 4 Sarah King; 5 David Smith;
6 Caroline Andrew: 7 Dianna Smith; 8 Natalie Selby; 9 Ch  ristine Ayers; 10 Mrs Hough [teacher];
11 Susanne Ayres; 12 Decia Webb; 13 Mandy Stewart: 14 S tephen Elliott; 15 Martin Dobson;
16 Darren Carr; 17 Mathew Bailey; 18 Derren Redford.

The Top Road and the school in the 1970s, now with  electricity and telegraph poles, and a bus
shelter. The classic front entrance of the school is now hidden behind a cheap and tasteless bric
extension.

k
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Personal Recollections of Tinhead School 1939/1940

Forming up in the playground every morning and marching, military style, round to the
front door and into the classrooms..

Our class teacher, Miss Dear, warming her bottom at the railings round the coke stove.
Classmates — Arthur and Vera Pearce from Turnpike Cottage, David and June Wordley,
from Manor Farm, Trevor Colderick from the Weir, Grace Osmond from Lower Road,

Peggy Cox from Charlton Hill and Kenny Edwards from Hudd’s Mill..

Swarthy Gypsy children who kept very much to themselves, wore strange clothes and
smelled strongly of the smoke from their camp fires.

No paper or pencils — we wrote with chalk on squares of green linoleum.
The Christmas concert at which we all recited a short rhyme, much to the delight of our
proud parents - mine was something about a Christmas tree. Trevor Colderick was

standing next to me, and his was about a Christmas cracker.

A visit by the school dentist, having gas, but still being aware of the large wheel - part of
the foot treadle-operated drill - whirring round in front of my face -

Miss Scott’s Austin Ruby Saloon with its jingly-jangly sound from under the bonnet.

School Leaving Ages

1880 - 1893 Children were educated up to the age of 10
1893 - 1899 Children were educated up to the age of 11

1899 - 1918 Children were educated up to the age of 12 except for those employed in
agriculture who could still leave at 11

1918 - 1947 Children were educated up to the age of 14
1947 - 1965 Children were educated up to the age of 15
1965 - The school leaving age was raised to 16

Tinhead School was an ‘all age’ school until 1931 when, at the age of 11, pupils attended

either Westbury Senior School or, for those bright enough to receive County Scholarships,

Trowbridge High School. Prior to this date only the children of well off parents went to the

few grammar schools or private schools available in the county. This did not apply to the

children of most local farmers, whose offspring, it would appear, attended Tinhead School
with some going to Bratton School and others from Coulston, to Erlestoke.
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