


Author's Note

The photographs in this compilation are based on a collection by the late Alan
Andrew, titled Edington & Tinhead Through the Camera, put together by him over a
number of years, and the sketches and watercolours are of course entirely his. My
input has been to put them on to the computer, to clean a few of them up, to enlarge
upon the text here and there, and to add pictures and text of my own [my mother's
family were the Bathards of Tinhead], supplemented by a significant number of
photographs kindly provided by friends, relatives and other interested parties, for
which I am most grateful.

This is not a commercial venture, but, as a spin-off from researching my family
history, is an attempt to provide a pictorial record of the village in which I spent much
of my childhood, and of a way of life that is now mostly only a memory for a
diminishing few, principally for posterity, but also for anyone with an interest in the
history of the village.

Whilst this compilation can never be considered definitive, and I will always be
interested in acquiring additional photographs and anecdotes, the project, having
taken me six years or more so far, must, at least for the time being, be terminated in
order that copies may be made available to interested parties.

The foregoing notwithstanding, should anyone be able to identify some of the events
depicted, provide dates for the undated photographs and/or the names of the many
nameless individuals who appear in the current collection, or indeed to correct thenameless individuals who appear in the current collection, or indeed to correct the
text where it may be inaccurate, I would be only too pleased to include this
information in the master copy, perhaps for inclusion in an updated version at some
future date.

Finally, I should like to record my grateful thanks to the following persons for their
help and encouragement in producing this compilation:

Alan & Sheila Andrew
Rosemary Blair

Dennis Colderick
Trevor Colderick

Jenny Cook nee Phillips
Bessie Cox nee Sadd

Vernon and Margaret Cox
Sarah Day

Sue Dowlen
Ruby Dyer nee Bathard

Vi Hale

Bob & Bridget Harris 
Win Martin nee Bathard

John Merritt
Eric Miller

Reg & Greta Osmond
Eileen Paviour nee Bathard

Tony Relf
Rene Shaefer nee Sadd

Jane Smith
Doreen Smith nee Miller

Maud Vidler formerly Oram nee Robbins
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Preface

Edington, it is popularly held, takes its name from the Battle of Ethandun at which King
Alfred defeated the Danes on the downs above the village in AD 878, thereby stopping the
advance of Guthran and his army into Wessex. It is also believed that a horse was carved
into the chalk of the hillside to commemorate his victory. A new horse was carved on
Bratton Down in 1778 which is now known erroneously as the Westbury White Horse.

The village is also famous for what remains of its monastery, founded in 1351 for an
obscure order of monks known as the Bonhommes*, which was probably destroyed by
Henry VIII at the time of the Reformation; for its splendid Church of St Mary, St Katherine
and All Saints, better known as the Priory Church, which was consecrated in 1361; and
more recently for its Music Festival which is held at the church in August every yearmore recently for its Music Festival which is held at the church in August every year
attracting choristers from all parts of the country.

Another claim to fame occurred in about 1450 when, during Cade’s rebellion, William
Aiscough, Bishop of Salisbury, was dragged from the church to the top of Golden Ham
Hill**, by a mob where he was savagely beaten to death.

Edington is about half way between Westbury and West Lavington on the B3096, which
runs below the high downland escarpment forming the northern edge of Salisbury Plain –
the last known habitat in the UK of the great bustard and now used largely by the army for
training. The village has no obvious centre and is spread out around a network of small
roads. To the east of the village and now part of it is what used to be considered a
separate village known as Tinhead. This was in fact, like Baynton and West Coulston
further to the east, a separate tithing within the Parish of Edington – hence the title and
scope of this compilation.

In Section 11, however, the scope has been expanded somewhat to touch upon events,
very much relevant to our everyday lives at the time, at Keevil aerodrome and the US
Military Hospital at Erlestoke Park.

*In order to conform to local tradition the Bonhommes are referred to in this compilation as monks. As
a matter of historical fact however they were not known as monks but as brethren.

**Golden Ham Hill appears to have been the Burbages part of Edington Hill which overlooks Tinhead.
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Alan Andrew 1935-2004.
"These Hills are my Cathedral"

Postcard sent by Mrs Gifford who lived in the first  cottage on the left to her son, 
George, during the 1914-1918 War, featuring [left] Conduit Cottages on the Top 

Road and [right] cottages and ladies carrying water  from the spout in Lower Road.
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EDINGTON IN PICTURES 
 

 
 
 

1 - The Church, the Old Monastery and the Priory 
 

2 -  Farming 
 

3 – Village Views 
 

4 – Dwellings 
 

5 – People 
 

6 – Sport 
 

7 – The Great War 
  

8 – Pubs, Shops and Businesses 
 

9 – Edington and Bratton Railway Station 
 

10 – Tinhead School 
 

11 – World War Two 
 

12 – Weddings and Anniversaries 
 

13 – Village Events 
 

14 – The Hills Above the Village 
 

15 – Sketches and Watercolours by Alan Andrew  
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